
Manila 2019 - Manila 2050: towards a sustainable urban development 

 

In 2019, the Embassy of France to the Philippines and Micronesia is organizing a series of 
events on the topic “Manila 2019 – Manila 2050: towards a sustainable urban development”. French 
Embassy’s project has been selected within the call for projects of the “Fonds d’Alembert” launched 
by the Institut Français (an operator of the French Ministry of Culture) focusing this year on the “City 
of the Future”.  

Background  

Manila is a sprawling and suffocating city where urbanization is difficult to control. Its 
inhabitants, municipalities and private actors, struggle to cope with the urban challenges it faces: 
floods, poverty, waste management, pollution, noise pollution, traffic that is continuously saturated, 
constructions without logic, faulty governance, etc. Some researches show that the sharp rise in 
urbanization over the last decade in the Philippines has contributed to an increase in inequality of 
300% across the country. 

Detailed context 

Urbanization in the Philippines is difficult to control: its rate is above 45% (one of the fastest 
growing countries in Asia). Philippines’ population growth is extremely fast: from 75 million 
inhabitants in 1995 to 105 million in 2017 (+30%). The country’s GDP increased sharply over the last 
years with an average of 5% or 6%.). This rapid growth has resulted in massive urbanization. In 2017, 
the country was ranked 128 out of 197 countries in terms of Human Development Index (HDI), and 
more than one-fifth of the population lives below the national poverty line (USD 1,25/day). This 
sprawling urban development, often poorly controlled, is a high factor of vulnerabilities and risks. It 
leads to the development of precarious neighborhoods and shantytowns, to the extent that over 
40% of the Filipino urban population lived in shantytowns in 2016. 

Manila, economic heart of the country, is concerned first and foremost by urban 
development issues. It is the 12th largest city in the world (620km², 16 municipalities) and one of the 
most densely populated cities in the world (almost 43,000 inhabitants per km²). With a population 
of 15 million, it contributes 35% of the Philippine economy. There are more than 3 million homeless 
people in Manila (world record), including 600,000 children. Ten percent of slum dwellers live in 
Manila, particularly in the Tondo slum, one of the most densely populated in the world with 80,000 
inhabitants per square kilometer. At Happyland, an area of Tondo, more than 12,000 people live in 
shelters built around a garbage dump. More than 6,000 slum dwellers, representing 800 families, live 
in cemeteries north of Manila. The shantytowns of Manila are spread across 526 communities in all 
cities and towns of Metro Manila. On average, three-quarters of the households living in the slums of 
Manila stay there long-term (more than five years).  

***** 

This is just a non-exhaustive list of several urban development issues many actors have to 
address in Manila. Solutions exist and we would like to focus on the sustainable feature of these 
solutions. Here is a partial overview of what is being done in Manila to tackle rapid urbanization and 
turn it “green”.  

Indeed, Manila and the Philippines in general have seen positive changes over the last years. 
According to the International Finance Corp (a sister organization of the World Bank), investments in 
green or environment-friendly buildings could reach a cumulative amount of USD 3.4 trillion by 



2025 in the Philippines. IFC’s optimistic survey shows that green buildings could achieve as high as 20 
percent to 25 percent of the Philippine market by 2025.  

Considering that in 2010, buildings accounted for 36 percent of the country’s total annual 
power consumption, emitted 33.28 million metric tons of carbon dioxide; and that rapid urban 
migration is expected to increase the number of new buildings by 20 percent annually, building 
environment-friendly structures is very important in the Philippines and Manila, which are at risk 
from climate-related events such as powerful typhoons. 

The Philippine Green Building Council (PHILGBC) reported last year that the Philippines and 
the IFC had teamed up to create the country's first ever "green building code" to help private firms 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and preserve the environment. According to researches, the code 
would help reduce electricity consumption by 3.9 million kilowatt-hours, cut greenhouse gas 
emissions by 1.87 million metric tons annually and result in savings of USD 864 million. 

Several examples of green buildings can be seen in Manila. Among them: Net Park at 
Bonifacio Global City (currently registered for certification under the BERDE Green Building Rating 
System, 5-star BERDE-rating), Arya Residences at Bonifacio Global City (first Residential building in 
the country aiming at dual-green building certification, LEED-certified green building – Gold-rating 
and also registered for certification under the BERDE Green Building Rating System), The Zuellig 
Building (LEED-certified green building – Platinum-rating), The Laguna Lake Development Authority 
Building (first Philippine government building to be certified under the BERDE Green Building Rating 
System, 3-stars). 

Last, but not least, Clark Green City in Tarlac, deemed as the City of the Future of the 
Philippines, is a showcase of what can be done to put Manila on the sustainable urban development 
track.  

 

******* 

 

After a first event on water treatment and waste management organized on April 24 at UP 
Diliman, our second event will focus on sustainable architecture and urbanism. It will especially 
gather architects and urban planners (practitioners), researchers, NGOs, private sector, decision-
makers. The objective is to bring together these different actors around the table to have a 
discussion on Manila’s sustainable urban development. It could also be linked to city governance 
transformation in a context of rapid urban development, and mobility.  

This conference will be a prelude to Green AP’s 16th Green Forum in August 2019 and Ateneo de 
Manila’s event on October 2019 gathering worldly known architects. 

 

Venue: Science and Art of Learning and Teaching (SALT) hall, Areté - Ateneo's Creative Hub, Ateneo 
de Manila University, University Rd, Quezon City, 1108 Metro Manila, Philippines 

Date: 27th June, from 8:30am to 4pm.  
 


